
in the period of HS use, there  were pollution abatement regulations by 1307  and
by 1377  the smoke caused by the  burning of  coal  was  _being blamed for lowering
the  value  of property.  This  was still  a  burning mm: in the  next  century, and it
has been suggested that certain customs duties enforced by Richard III were
meant as pollution control measures, a view  of his activities rather far removed
from the usual one.
(For the aforegoing information see  Peter  Brimblecombe, Attitudes and
Responses towards Air Pollution in Medieval England, Journal  of the Air
Pollution  Cam:  0!  Association, 1976, Vol.  26, No. 10, pp.  941—45, particularly
p.944  and reference  22.)

Book Reviews
NOBLES  AND THE  NOBLE LIFE 1295—1500, by Joel T.  Rosenthal, George,
Allen  & Unwin, 1976.207 pages. £5. 75.

Published early in 1976, this volume by Prof.  Rosenthal of New York
University is the  25th  in  a  series called  Historical  Problems:  Studies  and
Documents, edited  by Prof. Elton  of  Cambridge.  Commencing with an 82  page
introduction and then occupied by the reproduction of 76 documents, it may
be  best  described as  a  very good  text  book.

Rosenthal defines his terms of reference as the parliamentary peerage and
as  such  chooses  Edward I’s Model Parliament as his starting date.  That  is fair
enough, though  cases could be made for starting such an analysis at say, 1215
or 1350. He then very rightly emphasises that the history of the nobility during
this  period  w'as one of definition and contraction, and in Chapter I of his
introduction concentrates on methods of entry to the  peerage, the evolving role
of heiresses, and the fourteenth century stratification of the peerage. Chapter II
deals with privileges, attendances at parliament, and. the reciprocal  nature  of
baronial service vis  a  vis crown patronage. Rosenthal' Is at pains to convince
his audience of the  noble’ 5 class consciousness and affinity, even  in  time  of
vendetta. This leads on to a  look  at the basis. of his power, to wit, landed
wealth, its gain and loss. Of especial interest is  Chapter  IV which investigates
bastard feudalism. This is  a  fair summary and its corresponding documents
relating to  Hastings’ retainers, Edward  IV’s  legislation against livery and
maintenance, and private feuding between Bonville and  Courtenay, should  be

-  familiar to us. Appropriately, Rosenthal’s  last  chapter  comments  .on  the‘
religious Observances of ageing and dying peers, and concludes with a word on
the nobility’ sliteracy.

In spite of strictures regarding length under which Rosenthal put  together
the  book, on the whole he accomplishes his aim ‘to  offer  a  rounded picture of
aristocratic life in England.’ On the  other  hand, I doubt the wisdom, and
certainly the  need, of attempting an understanding of the  nobility by a  quasi
sociological comparison to modern views of  upper  classes. The medieval
nobility was  a  product of, and to  a  great  extent  peculiar to, its own  time  and
consequently may lose perspective if  judged  in  ‘the context  of more modern
views  of glite groups and class, structures.’ Rosenthal’s  work is not  without  its
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inaccurate or imprecise  data, e.g.  that John and  Thomas Beaufort both  rose  to
‘ dukedoms  ’  (p.  34); that  the 3rd  Duke  of York had ‘ 7 or more  ’  children (p.
64); that Thomas  Beauchamp, d.  1401, was  12th  Earl of Warwick  (p.67).
While  this  is  mere pedantry, what  is harder to forgive is  that  Rosenthal  simply
includes documents  which  for the  most  part  have  already been  printed, in  spite  of
the large storehouse of  undisturbed  manuscripts still to be translated, to
paraphrase the author’s own words.

Notwithstanding, the  system  of  study is sensible.  Rosenthal  makes his
point, backs  it up with  examples, and  often  couples it to the included documents.
Thus  it  achieves  its aim of  being a  good  text book, though perhaps  not
authoritative, it is  certainly instructive  and  hence  can be read with profit.

I.  PETRE

MEDIEVAL EFFIGIAL ALABASTER TOMBS  IN  YORKSHIRE, by Pauline
E.  Routh, Boydell  Press, 1976.  155 pages. £7.50.

This  most  interesting book  is by a member of the  Society.  As indicated by
the  title, it describes all the  medieval  alabaster  tombs  still existing in Yorkshire,
nearly 60 in  all.  They cover  a  period  from fourteenth century tombs  such as
that  of Sir William de la Pole (ancestor of Richard III’s heir, John Earl of
Lincoln) to the Tickhill tombs of the  early sixteenth  century, and many tombs
of  persons  active  in the reigns of  Henry VI and his  three  successors  are described.
That  of particular interest to us, of Prince Edward at Sheriff  Hutton, is  fully
dealt with, as is the evidence for its identification  (although  the interpretation
here  of Dodsworth’s source document could be  disputed,  cf. my Edward  of
Middleham).

Each  effigy is  fully described and dated, and the person  represented
identified (where possible). Enough genealogical and historical information is
given to place them in their  context, and any heraldry on the tombs described
and identified. All of this represents a refreshing difl‘erence from the  usual
uninformative publicationsof  today, and the author is to be congratulated on it.
One point to  which exception  could be taken is the decision not to explain the
various terms peculiar to heraldry, armour and  costume.  It is true, as the
author  says, that  much has  been  published on these, but' m  a book which  will
surely be carried in the pocket  when  visiting the  churches, a brief glossary
would  have  been  most  useful.

Much information on the alabaster schools of the north may be obtained
from  a study of  this  book, although  it would perhaps be more  useful  if an
introductory discussion of these and of alabaster tombs in  general  could be
included in any future edition. In fact  much  historical information of all kinds
may be found in this  book, and it will be a  most  useful companion for  visitors
to Yorkshire churches. It is  well  illustrated  with photographs  (presumably by
the author, although  this' 15 not stated), and IS well set out. It 15 to be  hoped  that
it  will  fulfil the  author’s  stated  purpose  of arousing interest  in  this  historic and
artistically valuable group of  monuments, and  thus  encourage their preservation.

P. W.  HAMMOND
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THE  RICHARD  III  SOCIETY. A HISTORY, by George  Awdry, Richard III
Society.  £1.50.

'  I  have  been asked to  review  what  will  certainly become  famous in the
SOciqty as the  Awdry‘ History’ simply because of my personal  knowledge  of
and participation in  most  of the  events  recorded, and  this  must  excuse  my
inadequacy as a reviewer. It 15 even  debatable whether inside  knowledge  of the
Society’s  history from 1954—1970  is indeed a  qualification  for  assessing this
account  of our doings, because  it is so  difficult  to put oneself in the position of
those coming new perhaps  both  to the  subject  of Richard III and to the Society.
Is this  a difficulty the author himself  encountered?  Sometimes one feels  that
things  could  have  been  a little more explicitly put, or allusions  explained.  Mr.
Awdry’ 5 style has  some  of his characteristic diffidence, but is admirably
objective, as far as  this  is possible in  a  personal account. It is a  pity that
economic  stringency has not allowed the  Society to  present  its chronicle' m  a
more  permanent form. The unnumbered  pages  make  a reviewer’ s  task  difficult,
and one cannot  help wishing that  the blank  spaces  above  chapter  headings
could have been  decoratively filled, perhaps  by one of our  Society artists.

However, this  is to cavil at  a  vitally important account of the  Society’ 5
foundation  and  earlier  doings, recorded  no doubt after much  tedious  scanning
of minute  books  to jog the memory. The  chapter  on our Founder and the
formation  of the Society is especially valuable, since now  only our President
has any first-hand knowledge of it'.  I  can always recall with  gratitude  how Mr
Saxon  Barton  took  me to Middleham and Bosworth in  1954, the  only time  I
was to meet him  although, as Mr Awdry mentions, we maintained  a  voluminous
correspondence  (alas  for the days when  postage  was  cheap), and it is  good  to
see a  photograph  of the Founder  among the  excellent illustrations.  One is
reminded again  of what a bad  year 1933/34  was for  Richard  III, with the
Tanner/Wright report on the supposed  bones  of the Princes, and the publication
by C. A. J. Armstrong of his  edition  of  Mancini’ s  1483  account of the  Usurpation
of Richard  III which, as Mr Awdty points out, is not an exact  rendering of
Mancini' 5Latin‘ Occupatio’ rather  than‘ Usurpatio.’

'Another illustration  happily included' IS one of  MrIR.  J. A. Bunnett,.FSA,
attending a  Society Council meeting on his 87th  birthday. Alas, he is no  longer
with us, as he was  when'the chapter  on the foundation of the Society was  written
but his contribution to the work of the Society in Yofkshire was of  inestimable
value  and it is not likely to be  forgotteh  by our Yorkshire  members.  The
Middleham altar frontal also features, and  here I  must  make  a  modest  correction
and disclaim any particular knowledge of  either  heraldry or embroidery,
especially' m  view  of our present-day experts  in  these fields. The glory 1s entirely
Joyce Melhuish’ s, and, as so  often, the  organisation  too.  But  indeed  I  alone  was
responsibk.  for the accidental omission of the U, or  rather  V, in  ATQVE m  the
restored inscription over the  Well  on  Bosworth  Field, since  I  drew  out the
lettering for it—an  omission  which nearly cost  us our contribution from the
Leicestershire  Archaeological Society. Mr Awdry is far too  generous  in his
references to myself,'and my complaints  about  the  burden  of secretarial work
in  those  early days  fill me now  with  shame in face of the  infinitely 'gfeater  burden
carried, and carried apparently with  joy, by our  present  heroic secretary,
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Phyllis Hester.  Then  there  was the  Sutton  Cheney memorial  plaque, and our
author is too modest to  remind  us  that  it was he himself who  suggested  the
wording‘ and  those  who  fell  at Bosworth Field  having k_ept faith,’ thus properly
including those  who, in Mr  Awdry’ s own words‘ fell  in  a  bad  cause, as  well
as  .  . .  those  who died in  vain  for  a  good one.’

Chronology will presqnt a  slight problem for  some  readers, for in order to
give shape  to the  narrative  it has occasionally been  necessary to  follow a
particular project  through and  then  to‘ back-track’ on  dates, but  nevertheless
the  dates are there for the record, to  remind  us of many abortive  schemes as  well
as the accomplished projects. It 15 all there, from the inaugural dinner  m  Crosby
Hall before  the production of my mother’s play The Sun of York,  and the
rediscovery of Patrick  Bacon, the  long-lost  ‘  first  member,’ via the  adoption  of
King Richard’s Well  at Bosworth; the  paleography class and Mrs  Lamb’s
transcription of Harley 433; the  unveiling of the  Anne  Nevill memorial in
Westminster Abbey by the present head of the  Nevill family (and how  many
members, visiting London, make a point  of  seeing that memorial  ?); the  York
Minster  vellum; Fotheringhay; Sutton Cheney;  the formation of the first
branches—Yorkshire, Australia, America—and Patrick  Bacon’s vital liaison
work with them; his  appearance  as Lord  Stanley in  Lydia  Ragosin's play
A  Cry of Treason; the old  Fellowship’s change  of name, the  appearance  of
The  Ricardian; crises—even my mother’s  difliculties with  Library borrowers—
down to the  latest  triumph, the  dedication  of the York  window  at Fotheringhay
in the  presence  of H. R. H. Richard  Duke  of Gloucester.  With  so  much  material
to select  from there were  bound to be  omissions,  but one I  rather regret  is  that
among discussion of other  books  (and the  notable  literary successes  of our own
members) there  is hardly more  than a  passing reference  to  Kendall’s  biography
of  Richard, for so  long the  standard  work of  reference,  and  a  sympathetic  one,
soon  probably to be  replaced with what  promises to be a  more  conventional
treatment  by Professor  Ross.  We can  only hope that  the forthcoming publica-
tion—at long last—of  a  transcription of the whole of Harley 433  will  be an
effective counterblast  and may well be our greatest triumph  yet.

The final words' 1n what the  Ricardian Bulletin  has  most aptly described as
Mr Awdry"s eye witness  accounts told  with his  usual  warmth, wit and  candour’
quote  the hymn  sung at the dedication of the York  window  at Fotheringhay:

Once to every man and nation
Comes the  moment  to decide

and he ends  ‘  Truth is great, and  must  prevail in the  end.’ There could not be  a
more  fitting epilogue  ‘  to end a tale of  fifty years,’ There  is an Afterword  headed
‘  To be  continued,’ and may we  hope that  the  Awdry Chronicle will  indeed
eventually have  a  Continuation?  Meanwhile let every member  read,  mark,
learn and  inwardly digest. ISOLDE  WIGRAM

Notices  of  Books  and  Articles
THE  FOLLOWING list  consists of recent  books  and  articles, mainly published
within  the  last  twelve  months, although  a few earlier  publications  are included.
The  appearance  of an item in this list does not  preclude  its  subsequent  review.
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BOOKS

George  Painter, William  Caxton: Quincentenary Biography of England’s  First
Printer, 240 pages, 1976, Chatto and Windus, £7.50.

'A full  biography, which  also  describes and discusses  every known  Caxton
document and  edition, and rectifies many errors of fact or interpretation.

N. F.  Blake, Caxton: England’s  First  Publisher, 232 pages, 1976, Osprey, £7.
Shows  the many-sidedness of  Caxton’s  career as merchant, diplomat, and
latterly as printer and publisher. Complements the same  author’s  Caxton  and
his  World  (1969).

Thomas  Malory, The  Winchester Malory, introduction  by N. R. Ker, 968  pages,
1976, Early English Text  Society, £45.

A facsimile  edition  of the ‘ Winchester  ’  manuscript of the  Morte d’Arthur,
discovered in  1934.  Some scholars believe  that this  is the manuscript  used  by
Caxton  when  printing his version of the  Morte  d’Arthur.

The  Bake  of St  Albans, edited  by Rachel  Hands, 195  pages, 1976, Oxford
University Press, £15.

A facsimile of the first two  sections  of the well-known  Book  of Hawking,
Hunting and  Blasing of Arms  first published  m 1486. There  IS an introduction,
a  bibliography and a commentary on the subject  matter.

R. W.  Heinze, The  Proclamations  of the  Tudor Kings, 317  pages, 1976, Cambridge
University Press, £10.50.

Covers  the early Tudor royal proclamations, their authority, use and
enforcement.

Caroline M. Barron, The  Medieval  Guildhall  of London, 59 pages plus  plates  and
drawings, 1974, Corporation of  London, £5.

A  detailed study of the Guildhall, with drawings and plates to show how it
appears now, and how it and the surrounding buildings would  have  looked
in the fifteenth century.

John Burrow, English Verse 1300-1500, 400  pages, 1976, Longmans, £7.50 or
£3. 75 (paperback).

A  representative cross-section of English and Scottish  poetry before  1500, m
newly edited  texts, including extracts  from  Langland, Gower and Chaucer.

Rodney H.  Hilton, Peasants, Knights  and  Heretics: Studies  in  Medieval  English
Social History, 330  pages, 1976, Cambridge University Press, £5.

Important  themes  in the history of later medieval England, including two
essays on  estates and incomes in the  fifteenth  century.

J. R. Lander, Politics  and  Power  in  England 1450—1509, 72 pages, I976, Edward
Arnold, £1.90.

A survey of  changing historical judgements, and  a  new interpretation of
political realities in the period.

Jeremy Montague, The  World  of Renaissance  and  Medieval  Musical  btstrulnents,
136  pages, 1976, David  and Charles, £7.50.

A well-illustrated account of the  evolution  of musical instruments and the
role  of the musician, up to the  early seventeenth century.

finsstan Plowden, The  House  of Tudor  224 pages, 1976, Weidenfeld and  Nicolson,
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I? pelrsonal history of the five  Tudor monarchs, examining the origins of the
am:

Michael Powicke, Military Obligation  in  Medieval  England, a  Study in  Liberty
and  Duty, 263  pages, 1976, Greenwood Press (U. S. A. ), £10. 65.

A new  edition  of the classic account of the  development  of  military obligation
from the Anglo-Saxon  fyrd  to the  fifteenth  century militia.

Lorna  Sass, T o  the  King’s Taste.  Richard  [1’ s Book  of Feasts  and  Recipes,
adapted  for  Modern Cooking, 144  pages, 1976, John Murray, £2. 95.

Interesting adaptation  of  part  of the Forme of  Cury, containing some
information on medieval  cooking and feasts.

N. R. Ker (editor), Medieval Manuscrtpts  m Brmsh Libraries  Vol  21Abbot:sford
to  Keele, 968 pages, 1976, Oxford  University Press, £30.

The second of  four volumes, supplementing existing caitalogues  of medieval
literary manuscripts and service books  written  in Latin and the vernaculars
of Western Europe.

W. H. Chalonerand R. C. Richardson (editors), BibliographyofBritis/z  Economic
(£12m!9 Socml  History 1066—1970, 192 pages, 1976, Manchester University Press,

5 5.
Contains  4500  entries arranged by subject  within  periods up to 1300,1500, '
1700  and  1970.

ARTICLES

B. P. Wolfi'e, Hastings Reinterred (English Historical Review,  1976,  Vol. .,91
pp 813—824).

A  re-examination of Dr  Hanham’ 5  case  for dating the  execution  of Lord
Hastings  to June  20th, in the light of her book and her article in  English
Historical Review  (Vol.90, 1975, pp.25—9), and concluding that  the traditional
date  must stand.

C. T.  Allmand, The  Aftermath  of War in  F fteenth-Centm y  France (History,
Vol.  61, 1976, pp.  344-357).

The reconstruction of France, and re- establishment of social  peace  after the
expulsion  of the English. .

Anthony Emery, The  Development  of Raglan Castle  and  Keep in  Late Medieval
England (Archaeological Journal, Vol. 132, 1976  for  1975,  pp. 151—186).

The author sets out to show that  m  common with most  castle keeps  rebuilt 1n
the late fifteenth century Raglan’ s  was built in  response  to  a  particular
political situation, in this  case  the accession of Edward IV.

W. H. Dunham Jr. and  Charles  Wood, The  Right  to  Rule' m  England:  Depositions
and the  Kingdom’s Authority 1327—1485 (American Historical Review, Vol. 81,
1976, pp.  738-761).

An  argument that  the five depositions  between these  dates forced the  English
-to clarify the circumstances under which  a king could lose  his  throne and
which ultimately increased the  power  of Parliament.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Classified advertisements can be accepted at. 4p per  ward.  It would be ap-
preciated if advertisers forwarded remittances together  with copy to be inserted
to the  Contributions  Editor. Cheques or postal orders  ‘should be crossed and
made payable to the Richard III Society.

Other advertisements can be  accepted for publication' 1n the  Ricardiqn  and
anyone interested' m  taking space—full, half or quarter page—should  contact
the Editor.

OLD AND  SCARCE BOOKS  on many subjects, catalogues  (containing over
1,000 items) on  request.  K.  Books, Waplington  Hall, Allerthorpe, York.

THE  LATE RESIDENCE  0F  RICHARD  III at Scarborough, North  Yorkshire.
Reprint  of pamphlet  first  issued in  1912, and  brought  up to  date.  Price  40p,
or by post-paid  48p, USA and Canada $1. John  Cave, Publisher, 8  Church
Street, Scarborough, North Yorkshire YOll lRL.

Contributiohs for the J fine  Ricardian  or  Builetin  must  reach  P. W.  Hammond,
3  Campden  Terrace, Linden  Gardens, London W4 2EP, by April  2nd.

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO THE  RICARDIAN

These  are  welcomed  from all members on any subject  relevant to the aims of
the  Society. They may be illustrated by photographs  (glossy prints showing
good  contrast) or by line  drawings. All  contributidns, including advertise-
ments and  letters, must be  typewritten, with double sp'acing and adequate
margins, on one side of the paper only. Permission must be obtained for the
use of  copyright  material but  this  is not usually necessary for short  quotes.
References and footnotes  must  be  given  in one sequence at the end of the
article. They must  take a  form similar to the  following examples:

J. H. Ramsay, Lancaster and York, Vol  2  (1892), pp.  485-6.

B. P. Wolfe, When  and why did Hastings  lose  his head?  English- Historical
Review, Vol. 89  (1974), pp.  835-844.

_  Details  need  not be  given  in full for second and subsequent  references
to the same source.
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Living ° Steel
Superb  handmade  roproducfion  16m cemury  Erish  close heimet in steel.
Fully articulated and can be  worn.  Weight 6lb. £‘50.00 inc.  V.A.T.  insurance

and  carriage.  Photographs and copies of expert appraisals  from:

CRUSADER  REPRODUCTION  ARMOUR  CO. LTD.
The Old School, Klrkgale, Blrslall, W. Yorks. WF17  SHE, Gt. Brltaln


